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Letter of approbation from HaRav Itzchok Scheiner
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Letter of approbation from HaRav Amitai Ben-
David X"vbw
Author of the famous book “Sichat Chulin” on Masechet Chulin
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Note: In the 13™ edition of his famous book, Rab Amitai Ben-
David shlit”a made important modifications regarding the
identification of the Shafan as you can see there.
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Letter of approbation from HaRav Yisroel Meir
Levinger X" 5w
Author of the famous book, “Maor LeMasechet Chulin”
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Letter of approbation from HaRav Yisroel Belsky
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Rosh Hayeshiva, “Yeshiva Torah Vadaat”
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Letter of approbation from HaRav Dovid Cohen
X"Hw
Rav of Congregation, “Gvul Yaabetz”
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Additional letter of approbation from HaRav Dovid
Cohen X"v>5w
Rav of Congregation, “Gvul Yaabetz”
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Letter of approbation from HaRav Elya Dov
Wachtfogel x"v>5w
Rosh Hayeshiva, “Yeshivat Zichron Moshe” of South
Fallsburg
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Letter of approbation from HaRav Aharon Feldman
X"Hw
Rosh Hayeshiva, “Ner Israel Rabbinical College”

IRAT2YD 1R 277
RABBI AHARON FELDMAN

421 YESHIVA LANE, APT 3A, BALTIMORE, MD 21208
TEL.. 410-6539433 FAX: 410-6534694
STUDY: 410-4847200 EXT. 114
E-MAIL: RAF@COPPER.NET

ROSH HAYESHIVA a0 WRY
NER ISRAEL RABBINICAL COLLEGE DR 71 n2We

HASKAMA

Drs. Yitzchok Betech and Obadia Maya have written an
excellent book, “The Enigma of the Biblical Shafan.” For over 150
years there has been a difficulty in defining the shafan which the
Torah defines as “maaleh geyra.” This is usually translated as “a
ruminant,” or an animal which chews its cud —which the rabbit
does not. Through extensive and convincing research the authors
show that this refers to the unique and indispensable part of the
digestive process of a rabbit known as caecotrophy, which
involves the reingestion of its soft (but not its hard) feces. Thus
geyra does not refer to the animal’s cud, but to its already
partially digested food. The authors also show that other
definitions of the shafan which have been offered in the past are
inaccurate.

In addition the authors also show that no other animal in
the entire world exists which is maaleh geyra but not mafris
parsa (cloven-hooved) except for the three described by the
Torah—just as the Oral Torah teaches us.

The authors complete their book with a discussion of the
Torah definition of fins and scales and show that the Talmudic
dictum, “Any fish which has scales has fins,” is without an
exception.

This book displays both an honest quest for truth as well
as a reverence for the words of the Sages, and is presented in a
manner which is both interesting and enlightening.

With deep respects,

Rabbi Aharon Feldman
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Letter of approbation from HaRav Shlomo Miller
X"w
Rosh Kollel “Toronto”
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INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED JUDAIC STUDIES
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Note: a downloadable file of the original letter is available at:
http://kollel.com/sites/default/files/RSM-Shafan-Haskama.pdf
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Letter of approbation from HaRav Malkiel Kotler
X"Hw
Rosh Hayeshiva of “Beth Medrash Govoha” of Lakewood
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Letter of approbation from HaRav Aaron M.
Schechter x"v"5w
Rosh Hayeshiva of “Mesivta Yeshiva Rabbi Chaim Berlin”
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Letter of approbation from HaRav Yaakov M. Segal
X"Hw
Rosh Hayeshiva of “Yeshiva Birkat Yosef”
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Letter of approbation from HaRav Ezriel Auerbach
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Letter of approbation from HaRav Yaakov Hillel
X"w
Rosh Hayeshiva of “Hevrat Ahavat Shalom” Yerushalaim

Please see his added handwritten note at the end of the page.
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Letter of approbation from HaRav Yehuda Ades
NMOOY
Rosh Hayeshiva of “Yeshivath Kol Yaakov” Yerushalaim
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Regarding the approbation of HaRav Moshe Shapira zz”] mentioned on this letter,
see above an additional testimony in the book Afike Maim on Yamim Noraim (new
edition) p. 36, by his close student Rav Reuven Schmeltzer shlit”a.
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Letter of approbation from HaRav Yaakov Perlow
X"Hw
Novominsker Rebbe, Rosh Agudath Israel of America

(718) 436-1133

RABBI YAAKOV PERLOW
1644 - 48TH STREET
BROOKLYN, NY 11204
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Letter of approbation from HaRav Usher Z. Waiss
X"Hw
Rosh Hayeshiva of “Yeshivath Darke Torah” Yerushalaim
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Professional approbation letter Dr. Esther van

MediRabbit.com

Praag "nn
June 4th, 2012/ Sivan 14, 5772

Over the past years, Dr. Isaac Betech and I have been in
contact in relation to the biology and physiology of rabbits.
While our goals were different, the exchange was always
enriching, with pertinent questions or remarks. Last year, Dr.
Betech contacted me again, to share the news about his book
project “The Enigma of the Biblical Shafan” and the request
to review the scientific content dealing with rabbits.

I would like to thank Dr. Betech, for giving me the opportunity
to take a part in this unique and interesting project, which
combines the deep teachings of the Torah with the current
knowledge in rabbit biology, anatomy, morphology and
physiology of the digestive system as well as cecotrophy.

It was fascinating for me to collaborate with Dr. Betech on this
topic. Over the past years, I had been involved in several
projects that dealt with rabbit medicine and biology. They
include making videos on specific themes and a book - “Skin
Diseases of Rabbits”, written in collaboration with a
veterinarian and a rabbit owner. The experience and knowledge
of each was mostly within the domain of veterinary and science
community.

The collaboration with Dr. Betech made me discover a whole
different facet of rabbits; the one that is taught by the Torah. I
have felt that Dr. Betech and me shared a very positive
supporting rapport, it was constructive, with respect for each
other’s different opinions, ways of thinking: religious versus
scientific.
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“The enigma of the Biblical shafan” is an original and
courageous approach to combine the texts of the Bible with the
knowledge gained by rational scientific research in order to
research the meaning of the word “shafan”. It was exciting to
discover that detailed scientific and medical knowledge related
to rabbits and hares are found in the Torah.

The approach taken in this book is original, yet relevant and
serious. It associates research and modern techniques such as,
digital video in order to show some important daily activities
usually displayed by rabbits. The scientific information on
rabbits and hares provided here has been carefully and
extensively verified. To the best of my knowledge, it is
accurate.

It has been a pleasure to collaborate with Dr. I. Betech and I
wish him well. May his book become a great success, and
contribute to a better peaceful understanding of the nature
surrounding us.

Dr. Esther van Praag, Ph.D. )
www.medirabbit.com
Vernier, Switzerland

* After getting a M.Sc. in biology from the Rijksuniversity of Leiden (the
Netherlands), [ obtained a doctorate degree from the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem (Faculty of Agriculture, Food and Environment - Israel), in 1996, with
research on plant carbohydrate metabolism, and 3-D computer protein modeling in
a joint-project with the Weizmann Institute of Sciences. It was followed by 2
postdocs, at the Dept. of Microbiology, University of Zurich (Switzerland), and later
at the Dept. of Child Pathology, University Hospital of Zurich (Switzerland). During
my studies, I always lived with one or more rabbits. Since veterinary knowledge of
rabbits was not satisfactory, I started to research this topic and I am mostly
autodidact in the field of rabbit biology and medicine. A new fascinating world
opened to me, which led to the creation of an educational, non-lucrative website
MediRabbit.com in 2003, with several international collaborations. I published a
veterinary medicine book about “Skin Diseases of Rabbits”, with Dr. Amir Maurer
(veterinarian in Holon, Israel) and Ms. Tal Saarony (rabbit owner, USA) in 2010,
and a booklet on “Transport, Restraint and Manipulation of Rabbits” with the same
authors in 2011. I have also given courses to Swiss veterinarians on these topics.



